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November 1.2007

Mr. Gene Zarwell
PMB 98
Gambri l ls. MD 21054

Dear Mr. Zarwell:

Thank you for your letter regarding your interest in running for the Democratic
Presidential Primary and the procedure involved to have your name placed on that ballot.

I am enclosing an information sheet regarding the 2008 Presidential Primary Election and
the steps that must be taken to have your name placed on the ballot. As you can see from this
document" (1) Your candidacy must be generallv advocated or recognized in the news media
throughout the United States or in Maryland: or (2) you must submit to the State Board of
Elections a petition containing the signatures of not less than 400 registered voters from each
Congressional district in Maryland.

I hope that this information is helpful to you in your endeavor to have your name placed
on the ballot. If you have any questions. you may contact us at 410-260-3857 or you may review
the filing procedures and forms available on the State Board of Elections' website at
r.r'wu'.elections.state.md.us under "Petition."

Sincerely.

Dennis Schneofe
lnterim Secretary of State

Enclosure



Statement Regarding the 2008 Presidential Primary Election

ln Maryiand, there are two ways that a U.S. Presidentral candidate may have his or her
name placed on the prirnary election ballot. The first method is a determination by the
Secretary of State as provided b),Election Lau Article, $8-502 of the Annotated Code of
Mqtryland.lt specifically provides that "[t]he Secretary of State shali certify the name of a
presidential candidate on the baliot when the Secretary has determined, in the Secretary's
sole discretion and consistent with party rules. that the candidate's candidacy is generally

advocated or recognized in the news media throughout the United States or in
Maryiand. . ."

As an initial determination, the Secretary of State will employ the following policy in
selecting candidates for the primary ballot:

A candidate who is invited to and participates ln any of the following presidential debates
will appear as a candidate on the Maryland primary election ballot unless the candidate
requests by affidavit that his or her name be u'ithdrawn:

Democratic Parh,

September 26,2007 - Hanover, New Hampshire
October 30,2007 - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
November 15,2007 - Las Vegas, Nevada

Republican Par4,

October 14,2007 - N{anchester, New Hampshire
October 21,2007 - Orlando, Florida
November 612007 - Ames, Iowa

Other individuals who believe they should be added to the primary election ballot based
on media recognition should provide the Secretary of State's Office sufficient
documentation from multiple pnnt andior broad.,ast triedia outieis about theil candidacy
for U.S. President.

The second method for a U.S. Presidential candidate to be placed on the primary election
bailot is through the petition process. This is for Presidential candidates who have not
obtained a sufficient level of media recognition to be selected by the Secretary of State.
The iaw states in Election Lau, Article. $8-502(b)(2) and (dX1) that a candidate for the
office of President shall submit to the State Board of Elections a petition containing the
signafures of not less than 400 registered voters from each congressional district. An
individual seeking to be placed on the pnmary election ballot by the petition process

should revieu' the filing procedures and forms available on the State Board of Elections'
website (u,wu,. electi ons. state.md.us under "Petition").



Octotct 26.2W7

The Honorable Maryland. S€cr€tary of Slale
Sefttary ol State - Maryland

Deai SecPtatu Siate:

This ir a let&I oi ibt€nt to participate in Maryland s primary ballot prcc€s for
nohination to The Olic€ ol Th€ President ol Th€ united Stat6 of Am€n6. I nol *lecl€d
or nominated pnor b th€ Maivland cut-ofi date. plee derd* your disetionary option lo
allow mv name, Eos€ne Rob.n ZdMll, to appear on your bauot if not thrcugh a
oucu, convention, oi othd nolili@tion of canddacy.

FEC r€gistry ol candidacy is P8000463 and conmittee lD is C00438@3
lc€nezatueLl4President ut liled on Aususr24. 200?

Your action in this maltn is mcl apprccialed.

The Pedent of Tle Unned 9ar€s


